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CARRIAG 
Stephen Colledge, &. 


Mr. High-Sherif. R. Colledge, It is deſired for the ſatisfaction 
oFthe World, becauſe you have profeſt 
your ſelf a Proteſtant, that you would 

4 tell what Judgement you are of 

| ; Colledge. Dear People, Dear Proteſtants, 

and Dear Countrey-men, I have been Accuſed and Convifted for Trea- 

ſon ; the Lawsadjudge me to this Death, and I come hither wilhngly to 
ſubmit to it: I pray God forgive all thoſe perſons that had any hand in 
it. I dodeclareto-you, whatever hath been faid of me, I was never a Pa- 
piſt, or ever that way inclined ; they have done me wrong, I was evera 

Proteſtant, I was born a Proteſtant, I have lived ſo, and is by the Grace 

of God I will dye, of the Church of Exglazd, according to the beſt Refor- 

mation of the Church fromall Idolatry, from all Superttition, or any thing 
that is contrary to the Goſpel of our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour. 

I do declare I was never in any Popiſh Service, Prayers or Devotions 
in my life, ſave one time about ſome 17 or 18 years ago, as near as [ re- 
member, I was out of a Curioſity one Afternoon at St. James's Chappel, the 
Queens Chappel, at Sr. James's ; except that one time 1 never did hear any 
Popiſh Service, any thing of the Church of Rome, Maſs or Prayers, or 
any thing elſe, Private or Publick. I know you expect that I ſhould ſay ſome. 
thing as to what I dye for : It hath been charged upon me, when I was appre- 
hended and brought before the Council, ſome of the Council, the Secreta- 
ry, and my Lord K;{lin2worth, and Mr. Seymour, they told mie there was 
Treaſon ſworn againſt me: truly _ ſurprized me when they ſaid fo. 
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For of all things in the world I thought my elf as free from that as any 
man. TI asked them if any man living had the confidence to {wear Trea- 
ſon againſt me? They ſaid ſeveral, three or four as I remember: Then 
they told me, It was ſwornagainſt me, That had a defignto pull the King 
out of 1hite-hall: and to ſerve him as his Father was ſerved, or to thac 
purpoſe ; the Logger head his Father, or that kind cf Language : I did de- 
ny it then, and do now deny it þpoþ.my death. I never was 1n any man- 
ner of Plot in my days, neither one "way nor another, never knew any 
{ſuch perſons, nor ever had ſuch egmmunication with any man hitherto : 
I know: of no Plot in the world bug the Popiſh Plot, and that every man 
may know as much ag I: if I nd had ſuch a'defign as thele men have 
iwornagainſt me, tehave ſeized his Majeſty either at £9940, or this place 
at Oxford, Itake God to witneſs, as [am a dying man, and upon the terns 
of my Salvation, I know not any one man upon the face of the Earth thar 
would have ſtood by me, and how likely it was that I ſhould do ſuch a 
thing my ſelf, lerthe whole worl- judge. _ _ 

La dale Iweays, That! ſpokg Treaſon to him Treaſonable words in the 
Coffee-hovwſe, ag in the BarbersJhop by the Anee!; even HeTould not pre- 
tend to ſee mEiny whereelſe ; Bur iti5 falſe anda very unlikely thing that I" 
ſhould ſpeak Treaſonto him. I muſt confeſs I was in his company at the Cof- 
fee-houſe,and that Karbers ſhop before | went out of Town : but there could 
be no communicarion berw een us, for he was writing at one end of the room, 
and eatinga piece of Brgad, andyl hghted a #ipe of Tobacco at the otherend 
and cook 1t, till "117 $46. Klaver nd .v1r Rob. C/4thy Carfiefto' me,” and we 
went to my qe pm outbff. Town that night: 0 when they came, 
we took Horſe, and-went out of Town with the reſt : For ry part I can't 
ſum:n up my Witnefles, I was under moſt ſtrange circumſtances as ever 
any main was ; I was kept prifoncr ſo clole in the Tower,that Tcould have no 
cconverfation with any, though I was wentarn the Popiſh I ords had it eve- 
ry day there, but I could have none : I-could not tell the Witneſs that 
were to {ear againſt me: I could not tell whagit was they {wore againſt 
me, for Icould have no Cozy of the Indiftment, nor no way poilible 
to make any preparation to make my detente, as I ought to have done, 
and might have done by Law. 

Thad} no liberty todo ahy thing, as Iama dying man. And as to what 
Dugaate, Smith, Turbervill and Hezines f\wore againſt me, they did ſwear 
ſuch Treaſon, that nothing but a mad man would ever havecruſted any 
body with ; and leaſt of all to Papiſts, every one of them that had been 
concerned with Plots and Treaſons among their own party : and under 
the greateſt ties and obligations of damnation ; and to be Sainted if they 
kept it ſecret, and to be damned if they did reveal it. If theſe men will 
not keep things privatefor their own party, how could I truſt them? I | 
take God to witneſs, and do freely acknowledge, I have fought my God 
with tears ſeveral times to inform me, if ſo be I had with any word tran(: 
greſt at any time. I knew not of any part of what they {wore againſt me, 
till ſuch tune asT heard it ſworn againſt me at the Bar. 

This is'very hard Gentlemen, but this 1s the Truth : and there be a 

reat many other ſtrange Reports that I bave heard ſince I have been a Pri- 
Ges That I ſhould be a means to convert the Counteſs of Rocheſter, by 
- bringing:one Thompſon a Prieſt to her. Truly all that I was concerned in, 
. was ſome +5 0r 16 years ago. I lodged at Colonel YVernor's, that married 
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So 
the Lady Brooks, the Family were Papiſts : The Brook/es were Papiſts, and 
there was this Thompſon, and I did ſuppoſe him a Prieſt, in the houſe, 
though I never ſaw him at Popiſh ſervice or Worſhip, though I was there 
half a year ; but coming afterwards to My Lord Rocheſters about ſome 
buſineſs I had to do for him, and ſeveral other perſons of Quality; he ſent for 
me one Afternoon from the Parſonage in Adderbury to his houſe, and his Lady 
and he ſtood EY ſentto me and asked me if myHorlſe were at horne, 
ſaid he, I would have you carry this Letter .to Mr. Thompſon, it you are at 
leilure this Afternoon : My Lord I ama leiſure. to ſerve you, ſo I took 
a Letter from his hand and his Ladies too as I remember (he made an 
offer that way ) Sealed with his own Seal, .and I carried it to: Thompſon 
and delivered it to him, and he told me that he would wait upon my Lord, 
for it was for ſome Lands my Lord did offer to raiſe money for ſome oc- 
caſion : this is the truth of.chat ſcandal. 

It is faid that I had a Prieſt ſeveral years in my houſe, viz. Sergeant 
that came over from Ho!/azd to diſcover: About ſome Ten years ago, 
that very ſame man came to me, but was a ſtranger to me, and he came 
to me by the name of Dottor £uith a Phylician : and there was an Apothe- 
cary inthe O/a-Bay/y, and a Linnen Draper within Zudgate, that came with 
him,they brought him thither and took a Chamber and lay about half a year, 
or three quartes at times, by the name of Dottor Smith , and as a Phy- 
ſician : this is the truth of that and no otherwiſe. This 1s the entertainment 
of Sergeant. 

So the occaſion of my coming to Oxford I do ſay was voluntary, the 
Parliament men laſt Parliament at »e/fminſfter, and ſeveral Lords dined 
together the day before they fat; the laſt Seſſions of Parliament at Weſtrrinjter 
they ſent for me tothe Sz Tavern behind the Exchange, and when I came, 
the Duke of Mommouth and ſeveral Lords were together, and I believe above 
100 Parliament men of the Commons: The Duke of Mozmonth called 
me to him and told me he had heard a good report of me, and that I was 
an honeſt man and one that mpy be truſted ; and' they did not know but 
their Enemies the Papilts might have ſome deſign to ſerve them as they 
did in King James's time by Gun-powder, or any other way: And the 
Duke with ſeveral Lords and Commons did defire me to uſe my utmoſt 
Skill in ſearching all places ſuſpeted by them, which I did perform : and 
from thence Thad as 1 think the Popular name of the Proteſtant Joyner, be- 
cauſe they had intruſted me before any man in Eze/aza to do that Office. 

This ſame Heixes, one of them that Swore againſt me, had diſcovered 
tome and ſeveral othersas to Macknamarra and his brother and this* Ivey, 
who are now all of another ſtamp, that the Parliament was to be de- 
ſtroyed at Oxford, and that there was a deſign to murder my Lord Sſhafts- 
bury, by Fitzgerald and his party ; and that they did endeavour to bring 
 Macknamarra over to him, and {aid, then it would be well with: him : and 
they would not be long before they had Shaftsburies life : and he 
made Depdoſitions of this to Sir George Treby, asI heard afterwards, for 1 
was not with him when it was Sworn. I wiſh the Commons of Ere- 
land as wellas I wiſh my own heart ; and I did not underſtand but 
when I ſerved the Parliament, ..I ſerved his Majeſty too, and let them be mi- 
' {erable that make the difference between them, for my part I never did. I 
came to Oxford with my Lord Howard, whom I look upon to be a very 
honeſt worthy Gentlemen,My Lord Clare.My Lord Paget and my Lord Huzx- 
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'-n,: and this Captain Bronz and Dex Leois were in my Company, , 
«1d came along with us, as they were my Lord Howards tricnds, Brown 
{ have known 1 bclieve two or three months ; but Lens I never ſaw before 
that cay : They ſaid they came with my Lord Howard. I take Godl to 
Witneſs, I never had one 6 4. or any thing elſe to carry on any debign ; 
and if it were to ſave my life now, I cannot charge any man in the world 
with any deſign againſt the Government, as God is my Witneſs, or a- 
gaint his Majeſty, orany other perſon. As for wht ArmsThad, ard 
what Arms others had, they were for our own cictence in cale the Pa- 
piſts ſhould make any attempt upon us by way of Maſſacre, or any 
lnvaſion or Rebelion, that we ould be ready todelend our ſelves ; God 15 
my Witneſs,this is all I know : If this bea Plot; this I was in,burt in no other, 
bitt never knew of any nambers or times appointed ſor meeting;but we have 
{id one to another that the Papiſts hada deſign againſt the Proteſtants, 
when we did meet, as I wasa man of generat Eonverſation ; and in caſe they 
ſhould riſe we were rcady, but then they ſhould begin the attempt upon us. 
This was my buſineſs,and is the buſineſs ofgvery good Subject that loves the 
Laws of his Country and his King, For Exglazd can never hope to be happy 
under thoſe blooJ-thirſty men; whoſe Religion is blood and murder,which I 
do with all my ſoul, and did ever ſince I knew what Religion was, abhor and 
deteſt, wiz. the Church of Rome as pernitious and daſtructive to humane 
Socicties and all Government. | 

I beſeech God that every min of you may unite together is Proteſtants 
againſt this common Foc. Gentlemen it is my ſenſe,and I do in that believe I 
am asScertainly murdred by the hands of the Papiſts as Sir Fam. Bury God- 
Frex himſelf was, though the thing is not ſeen : Theſe Witneſles certainly are 
mercenary men, and I befeech God almighty to have mercy upen their 
Souls,and forgive them ;and either by his judgments or mercies rectaim them, 
that they ſhed no 'more innocent blood : There isnot a man of *em that T 
know of that ever heard me ſay or do any bit of Treaſon in my life : This, 
is ( the firft I may not fay it is) but almoſtthe 2074. Sham-plot that they 
have. endeavoured to put upon the Natien, to delude the. people and 
put off their own Damnable Plot. This is not the firſt, but 1 think the 
ſixteenth or ſervcnteemh. TI pray God that my blood may be the laſt: ] 
pray God defend cvery mans blood, and all Proteſtants in Ez2/2nd from 
the hands of theſe bloody Papiſts, by whoſe mcans I die this Beath ; 
and if they fhall go on in this nature, T hope the gocd God will open eve- 
ry mans cyes to ſee it before he ſcels it. And I beſcech you if . you 
have any love for your King, your Country, and the Proteſtants, unite 
/ togetlier if you are Proteſtants. I pray God thoſe that deferve the nime, 
| Jet*embecalled how they will, either Diſſenters or Church of Fxolaxd mn, 

That they may unite together like men, hike Chriſtians, againſt the com- 
mon Foe, who will fpare neither the onetice. nor the other, but beat.vau 
one apainſt another like two Pitchers ; the laſt that ſtands they will certain- 
ly deffroy if they can. This is my ſenſe and God's my Witneſs, I ſpeakmy 
Conſcience.I do not know Mr.Sherift whether there be any thing elſe I have 
to ſay or no-; we have a good God, and I belcech every man that ears re 
this day, (for welive in a ſinful age, good*people, 2nd it bchoves evei 
oncof you ; it cannot belong before all thatTook upon me in this conditt> . 
tion mnſt lie down in the Duſt, and God knows muſt come into an ctcrnat 
State <her ſor mercy or ſor judgment) TI beech von in the name of 
a . pe Tod: 
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God, he isa God of 1: anda God of Patience and long ſuffering, that 


you would break 07 © »:: {ins by rep2ntance, and ſerve a good G2d who 
mult be your friend +: 1/t, orelſe you are lot to Eternity. 


O Lord, how 1+ --areful wretches are we, that have a God of ſuch in- 


finite mercy and g ..:12!s,that aftords us our life, our health, agd a thouſand 
mercies every day , :znd we like ungrateful people, not deſerving the name 
of men or Chriſtians, live riotous lives in debauchery an4 ſwearing, in ma- 
lice, and the Lord knows how many evils : I beſecch God that I may be this 
day a mcans in the hand of God, to bring ſome of their Souls over tohim : 1 
beſeech you remember what I ſay ; indeed I do not know, I have been fo 
ſtrangely uſed fince I have been a Priſoner, what to fay: being brought 
from one affliction to another, that my body is worn out, and my memo- 
ry and Inteilects have failed me much to what they were : I can't remem- 
ber what I have to ſay more, but that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt would bleſs 
my Countrey, and preſerve it from Popery, and in mercy bleſs his Maje- 
ſty: Good God be merciful to him, make him an Inſtrument in thy hand 
to defend his Proteſtant Subjects ; Lord in mercy defend him from hi 
mies : Good God bleſs this people, good Lord continue the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, thy Goſpel inits purity to us and our poſterity, as long as the Sun 
and Moon endure. O Lord fave all that call upon thee, be merciful to all 
thy ſervants, all thy people that put their trult in thee - Good Lord deli- 
ver them from the hand of their Enzmies : Good God, let their lives and 
bodies and ſouls be all precious in thy ſight : O merciful God, put a ſtop 
to theſe molt wicked Conſpiracies of thy enemies, and the nations ene- 
mies, the Papiſts. Let no more Proteſtant blood be ſhed but this of mine, 
I beſeech thee, O my God. O Lord look upon me, O Lord bleſs me, O 
good God receive me into thy bleſſed preſence, by Feſus Chriſt my alone 
Saviour and Redeemer, in whom aloneI put my truſt for S2lvation 4 It is 
thee, O God, that I truſt in, thou righteous Judge of Heaven and Earth : 
All Popery, all Pardons, all Popes and Prieſts, all Diſpenſations I dif- 
own, and will not go out of the world with a Lye in my mouth : From 
the ſincerity of my heart I declare again, that what I have faid to you is 
the very ſentiments of my Soul, as God ſhall have mercy upon me, and to 
the beſt of my knowledge. ; 
Ideſire the Prayers of you good people while I am here, and once more 
T beſeech you to think upon Eternity every one of you that hear me this 
day. The Lord turn your Hearts and Souls if you, have been wicked li- 
vers; if you do live wicked lives the Lord in mercy convert you, and 
ſhew you your danger : for as little thought to come to this as any raan 
that hears me this day ; and I bleſs God; I have no more deſerved it from 
the hands of men than the Child thatſucks at his mothers Breaſt : I bleſs 
my God for it; and do fay I have' beenafinner againſt my GoJ, and he 
hath learnt me Grace ever {ince I have beena Priſoner. I bleſs my God for 


.a Priſon, I bleſs my God for Aflictions, I bleis my God that ever I was re- 


ſtrained, for I never knew my elf till he had taken me out of the world. 
Therefore you that have your liberties, and time, and precious opportuni- 


ties, be up and be doing fof God and for your Souls, every one of you. 


To his Sox. . Where is my dear Child ? | 

- Mr. $h>riff. T made one requeſt to you, and you gave me an imperfet 
Anſwer :. You ſaid you wereof the beſt Reformed Church in the world; 
the Church of Ez2/and according to the belt Reformation in the World : 
Edefire yiu for the'fatisfation of the world to declare what Church that 
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is, whether Presbyterian, or Independent, or the Church of England, or 
what ? 
Colledee. Good Mr. Sheriff, for your fatisfation : For twenty years and 
above I was under the Presbyterian Miniſtry till his Majeſties Reſtaurati- 
on ; then I was conformable to the Churchof Ezg/ard when that was re- 
ſtored, and ſo continued till ſuch time as I ſaw perſecutions _= the dil- 
ſenting people, and very undue things done in their Meeting-places ; then 
I went among them to know whar kind of people thoſe were : and I do 
take God to witneſs, fince that time I have uſed their meetings, viz. the 
Presbyterians, others very ſeldom, and the Church of Exgland. I did - 
hear Ir. 7://o:/on not above three weeks before I was taken. I heard the 
Church of Ezg/azd as frequently as I heard the Diflenters ; and never 
had any prejudice, Cod is my witnels,againſt either,but always heartily deſi- 
red that they might unite, and be Lovers and Friends, and I had no prejudice 
againſt any man ; and truly I am afraid that it is not for the Nations good 
thir there ſhould be ſach heart-burnings between them : That ſome of 
the Church of Ezz/zad will preach that the Presbyterians are worſe. than 
tie Papiſts. God doth know rhat what I ſay,I ſpeak freely from my heart, 
I have found many among them truly ſerving God, and ſo I have of all the 
reſt that have come into my company ; men without any manner of defign 
but to ſerve God, ſerve his Maje Y, and keep their Liberties and Properties ; 
men that Iam certain are notof vicious lives; I found no Dammers or 
thoſe kind of people among them, or at leaſt few of them. 

Th his Son, Kiſſing him ſeveral times with great paſſion. Dear Child Fare- 
wel, the Lord have mercy upon thee. Good people, let me have your 
Prayers to God almighty to receive my Soul. | 

46a SO he Prayed : And as ſoon as he had done ſpake as followeth : 

The Lord have mercy upon my Enemies, and I beſcech you good people 
who ever you are, and the whole world that I have offended to forgive me, 
whom ever I have offended in word or deed, I aske every mans pardon, and 
I forgive the World withal my ſoul, all the injuries I rr received, and 
I befeech God Almighty forgive thoſe poor Wretches who have caſt a- 
way their fouls or at leaſt endangered them to ruine this body of mine : 
T. beſeech God that they may have a fight of their fins, and that they may 
" find mercy at his hands: Let my blood ſpeak the Juſtice of my cauſe. 

[have done : and God have mercy _=_ you all, 

To Mr. Croſthwait. Pray Sir my lervice to Dr. Hall, and Dr. Reyxall, 
and thank them for all their kindneſles to me; I thank you Sir for your 
kindneſs : The Lord bleſs you all. Mr, Sheriff, God be with you : God 
be with you all good people. | 

The Executioner Ketch deſired his pardon. And he ſaid I do forgive you. The 


Lord have mercy on my foul. 
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